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STARK STATEMENT HONORING ROBERT T. MATSUI

Monday, 03 January 2005

"Bob Matsui demonstrated and

embodied the utmost integrity. He knew and understood the greater
purpose, which we in the House are entrusted with. He lived by and set
high standards in public service. In a word, he was a statesman."

STARK STATEMENT HONORING ROBERT T. MATSUI

Tuesday, January 4, 2005

Mr. Speaker,

As

the dean of the California delegation, | offer this privileged

resolution expressing the profound sorrow of all of us within the House
of Representatives at Bob Matsui's passing. | am honored to sponsor
this resolution in an attempt to memorialize Bob's contributions to
Congress and to our Nation.

Like all of

us, | was shocked to hear the news that someone as vibrant as Bob
Matsui is no longer with us. He has been a forceful leader in Congress,
and he will be missed. | will miss his counsel and his friendship,

having been honored to serve with him during his time in Congress as a
fellow Californian and on the Committee on Ways and Means.

But first of all, my thoughts and condolences go to his family, Bob's
wife Doris, his son Brian, daughter-in-law Amy, and granddaughter Anna.

| just got around | guess to opening his Christmas card a day or so
before the sad news came and was reminded of a night early on when
Brian, who is now an adult with an adult life, and he could not have
been more than 5 or 6 at the time, and he was at a reception with BOB
and Doris and myself and choked on a chicken bone, and the
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consternation we all had, patting Brian on the back and getting him
through the chicken bone incident. So as | say to Brian and to Doris,
Bob's memory will live with them and give them great support as they
move ahead in their lives.

In his time here, Bob demonstrated and embodied the utmost integrity.
He knew and understood the purpose, the greater purpose, really, which
we in the House are entrusted with. He lived by and set high standards
in public service. In a word, he was a statesman. He went through the
experience of being interned during World War I, and it never made him
bitter. He never lost his spirit. Rather, it gave him resolve for his

own convictions and his sense of public service.

He started in Sacramento after a brief career in law, and then he came

to Congress in 1979, starting out with the Committee on the Judiciary

and then with the Committee on Government Operations, and then later
joining the Committee on Ways and Means where he really became our
resident expert on Social Security and was active in trade and tax

policy issues as well. He tackled those issues, as | am sure any of my
colleagues who have discussed Social Security with him know, with sharp
intellect, deep convictions, and compassion for what was right. But he
was fair. He had a sense of humility and won the respect | think of his
colleagues on both sides of the aisle.

| do know one thing, that Bob Matsui would have wanted to be here to
lead the Democrats in the fight to protect Social Security in this

coming session of Congress. He was prepared for it. He was geared up
for it. He had been spending his time over the last several weeks
before his sad passing to lead us in the effort to protect Social

Security.

His convictions of compassion mark his work on behalf of disadvantaged
children and families in our country as well. Bob championed expanded
health care coverage for children and was a tireless advocate for child
welfare. Indeed, he joined many of us in opposing our own
administration during the welfare reform issues in 1996, and he
introduced key legislation to expand job training and education
programs to help people in poverty. We lost that battle in 1996, but he
remained steadfast in his commitment to ensure that people got lifted
out of poverty, not just kicked off the welfare rolls.

So as the new year began, | had looked forward to his counsel and
working with him side-by-side as it were on our committee on important
issues.

His spirit will continue to inspire us in the days ahead and with
gratitude for all he has done, we will carry on his work and do all we
can to honor his life and his contributions to the American people. |
know that the House tonight will adjourn in his honor, and on New
Year's he adjourned sine die. We say so long, old friend.
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